HOW TO FIND THE CALM WITHIN THE STORM

FAITH OVER FEAR
WORKING OUR WAY THROUGH ANXIETY
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counting our blessings
OWNING GRATITUDE LEADS TO HEALING

One of the most powerful tools we have available to us in times of fear and worry is the ability to call upon our
blessings. Even on our worst days we can be grateful for the sun rising in the morning, fresh air outside our window,
bird song, and the beating heart within our chest. And no matter how alone we may feel we can all recall at least one
person who we desperately and deeply loved or were loved by. Most of us can think of many treasured souls, wrapped
in human bodies, who have walked a piece of our path beside us, or offered us a kind word, or a gentle hug, or tilted
our chin back up when we needed it most. And then there are song lyrics, book quotes, conversations with strangers
and friends alike, who have inspired us to take one more step, give it one more try, or reach a little further. And the
world is full of flavors and fragrances that are little glimpses of heaven on earth, accessible in everyday moments. We
are so blessed. I encourage you to take a moment and list ten beautiful blessings that are yours right now, in this
moment. As you make your list, tip each unique blessing up and slowly turn it round and round enjoying all the little
details that make it exquisite, appreciate it as fully as you would if it were hanging on a canvas in the most exclusive art
collection. And then slowly drink each detail in. Let your senses explore it. Does it have taste or fragrance, or texture, or
sound, or a vibrancy all its own? And how do you feel when you hold it close inside the center of your heart? What
emotions does it ignite? Recognize your treasure, your gifts from God Himself, and hold them tightly now.
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"Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and cometh down from the Father of lights

James 1:17
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creating our shield
CREATION AND ART HEAL

You may be amazed to discover how incredibly strong and steady you become when you utilize the power of the
creative inside of you. Spending some time coloring or sketching can do so much to calm and uplift you. If you are
convinced you can't so much as sketch a stick figure, then go ahead and fill in your shield with written words instead,
but I encourage you to make them colorful. And include some stick figures or some flowers or whatever makes you
smile. This is yours. Uniquely and completely yours.
You may want to start by including the blessings you highlighted on the previous page but don't stop there. Fill in your
shield with even more of those gifts that make you smile. And the next time you feel afraid, in your mind raise your
shield, savor its details, and allow it to strengthen your stance.

But You, O Lord, are a shield for me, My glory and the One who lifts up my head.
Psalm 3:3

www.gezgwen.com ©2020

write yourself a letter
WRITING THINGS DOWN HELPS US UNDERSTAND THEM
The power of the written word... I have written all of my life. I especially crave a paper and pen when I am hurting or
frightened. There is something so freeing in being able to release the chaotic thoughts in mind, forcing them into
order and onto a page. I always feel more 'heard' after my pen has bled with me. Even if I never share a word, the
release of throwing everything down on paper like that is truly therapeutic.
So how about we write you a letter? Begin by discussing how you have been and be honest. Hop on down a
paragraph and throw out some suggestions on how you might handle where you are at. Are there changes you
need to make, peace you need to reach for, a battle you need to face... Be honest. Then jump down again and wish
yourself luck. Remind yourself of a few things you have already survived. Finally, close with those blessings and
remind yourself how much treasure you are holding close right now.

Dear

I'm with you all the way,

“And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called
according to His purpose.”
Romans 8:28
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scripture to stand on
FAITH OVER FEAR SCRIPTURES TO MEMORIZE

“Have I not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid; do not be discouraged, for the
LORD your God will be with you wherever you go.” – Joshua 1:9

“For God hath not given us the spirit of fear; but of power, and of love, and of a sound mind.”
– 2 Timothy 1:7
“And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who love him, who have been called
according to his purpose.” – Romans 8:28

“God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.”

– Psalm 46:1

“So do not fear, for I am with you; do not be dismayed, for I am your God. I will strengthen you and help
you; I will uphold you with my righteous right hand.” – Isaiah 46:1

“When I am afraid, I put my trust in you.”

– Psalm 56:3

“Do not be anxious about anything, but in every situation, by prayer and petition, with thanksgiving,
present your requests to God. And the peace of God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your
hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.” ~ Philippians 4:6-7

“I sought the LORD, and he answered me; he delivered me from all my fears.”
34:4

– Psalm

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the Lord, plans for welfare and not for evil, to give you a future
and a hope. Then you will call upon me and come and pray to me, and I will hear you. You will seek me
and find me, when you seek me with all your heart.” – Jeremiah 29:11-13

“Give all your worries and cares to God, for he cares about you.” 1 Peter 5:7
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