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Begin your adventure with a copy of the Prairie Thief by Melissa Wiley...

Eat
Like A
Pioneer

Pioneer-ish Recipes to
take you into the story....

MASON JAR BUTTER
MASON JAR BUTTER
You will need:
A small mason jar with a
lid.
High-fat heavy cream.
Cold water.
A bowl.

HOW TO MAKE MASON JAR
BUTTER

TIP: FOR MORE FLAVOR TRY
ADDING A LITTLE SALT OR
EVEN SOME HONEY TO YOUR
CREAM BEFORE SHAKING.

1. Fill your mason jar halfway with
the high-fat heavy cream and
screw the lid on.
2. Shake for 5-8 minutes. (You'll
notice after a few minutes your
cream becomes whipped cream.
Now you may want to shake using
two hands.)
3. Pour everything out into a bowl
and separate the butter from the
buttermilk.
4. Rinse the butter with cold water.
5. Shape into a ball and rinse again.
6. It's ready to serve.

As Plain As Pie
"As if any
fool couldn't
see the man
is innocent
as a May
morn!"
-Mrs. Mack - the
Prairie Thief by
Melissa Wiley

MRS. MACK'S DRIED
APPLE PIE
INGREDIENTS
3 -4 cups dried apples
2 cups apple cider
Premade pie crusts
3/4 cup sugar
1/4 cup brown sugar
1/2 Tbsp apple pie spice
1/8 tsp ginger
2 Tbsp cornstarch

DIRECTIONS
1. Heat cider to a boil and pour over dried apples. Let stand for 30
minutes.
2. Stir in the remaining pie filling ingredients.
3. Mix well.
4. Put prepared pie crust in a 9-inch pie pan. Poke holes in the
bottom with a fork.
5. Pour the prepared apple mixture into the crust.
6. Top with the 2nd crust. Make a small cut into the top. Seal crusts
by crimping with a fork.
7. Brush with milk and sprinkle with cinnamon sugar.
8. Bake at 350° for 40-45 minutes. (You may need to cover your
crust with foil after 25 minutes.)

MOLASSES CORNBREAD
INGREDIENTS
1 cup finely ground
cornmeal
1/2 cup flour
1/2 tsp kosher salt
1 egg
1 cup milk or buttermilk
1⁄4 cup molasses
1⁄4 cup sugar
2 Tbsp butter, melted
2 tsp baking powder
1/4 tsp baking soda

DIRECTIONS
1. Preheat the oven to 400 degrees F.
2. Spray an 8 x 8 square baking pan
with nonstick cooking spray.
3. Mix all ingredients together.
4. Pour into the pan and bake for 20
to 25 minutes.
5. Cool some but serve warm.

PIONEER PANTRY
WHAT WOULD YOU
FIND IN LOUISA'S
PANTRY?

cured meat
dried fruit
tubers (turnips &
potatoes)
bread
nuts
roots
dried herbs
dried corn
beans
syrup
molasses
yeast starter for bread
sugar
tea
cider
Please think of a few
more things you
imagine Louisa and Pa
would keep in their
kitchen.

Crafts
and
Activities

decides to teach Jessamine
to write and they realize
they could make ink out of

INGREDIENTS
1/2 cup blackberries
1/2 tsp white vinegar

walnut shells. You can

1/2 tsp salt

make ink out of a lot of

mesh sieve

other things too. Such as

bowl

coffee and berries.

rubber gloves

BLACKBERRY INK DIRECTIONS
1. Place 1/2 cup ripe blackberries into a mesh sieve
placed over a bowl.
2. Mash them with a spoon to strain all the juice into
the bowl.
3. Add vinegar and salt and stir.
4. Store in a sealed container.

Use a toothpick or a small stick as your pen. Dip the tip into the ink to write.

Make Your Own Ink

In Chapter Eight, Louisa

Birds of a feather...

Make Birdseed Feederss

Louisa's world is full of birds and so is yours. Why not make these
fun feeders to discover what birds call your house home?

INGREDIENTS

DIRECTIONS
Parental supervision is required.

1/2 cup water
3 teaspoons unflavored
gelatin
3 Tablespoons corn syrup
3/4 cup flour
4 cups bird seed
Pam Non-Stick cooking spray
Cookie Cutters
Wax Paper
Straws
Ribbon

Put everything except the seed
and flour in a small pan and
warm it. You do not need to boil
it just get it well mixed.
Then in a separate bowl mix your
flour and seed.
Finally, combine both of them
and let it cool for a few minutes.
Lay your cookie cutters on wax
paper and spray them with nonstick cooking spray.
Fill them up generously and then
cover with another sheet of
parchment and squish
everything down really good.
Remove the parchment and
place a straw in the center of
each feeder to make a hole for
your ribbon.
Let them sit for a few hours and
then remove the straws gently.
String them with the ribbons.
Hang from branches for your
feathered friends to enjoy.

Charlie's Stone

"It was just an ordinary creek stone - round and smooth, a creamy
pale gray, almost white. Charlie was exceedingly attached to it.

- Melisa Wiley - the Prairie Thief

LET'S PAINT ROCKS
Rocks make wonderful
canvases! Take some time to
go outside and find some
flat rocks to paint. Carefully
wash and dry them. Then,
using non-toxic paint, paint
them with things that are
mentioned in the Prairie
Thief. We have made a list of
ideas that you might
consider but feel free to
paint whatever parts of the
story you love the most.

Mrs. Smirch's doll.
A clock.
A person winking.
A chicken.
A meadowlark.
The pointed hat.
A slice of apple pie.
A creek running through
a prairie.
Water pails.
Flowers.
A blue sky.
The sun.

LOUISA'S VIEW
CRAFT
In Chapter Five Louisa
returns to her farm to check
on the farm animals. Once

YOU WILL NEED
Pages 15-19 of this workbook.
1 piece of construction paper.
scissors
gluestick

INSTRUCTIONS

inside she shares that her

Print out pages 15-19

Pa has put two windows in

Cut out color strip blocks and

her little bedroom.

make small ½" cuts between each
color.

"Pa had built it with
windows on two walls
so she could see the
sun come up in the
morning and watch it
sink into the prairie at
night, burning the
wide sky all golden
and pink."
Melissa Wiley - the Prairie
Thief

Cut out sun pieces and window
frames.
Tear color strips.
Set everything up in the color
order you want.
Glue your sun pieces together –
largest to smallest.
Place your window frames on
your paper and make a dot at
their border so you know where
to glue your strips.
Place the long edge of your
windowsill next to your paper so
you know what space you need
to fill.
Beginning at the top glue each
strip down until you have
reached the place you want your
sun.
Glue down your sun and continue
with strips until all are laid or
you reach your border.
Trim your edges.
Glue on your window frames.
Display and enjoy!
Visit geezgwen.com/sunstrips to
see step-by-step instructions.

WOLF MOON CRAFT
YOU WILL NEED:
The Wolf Moon Craft Pattern. (Page 22)

A piece of aluminum foil. (~8' x 10'
crumbled into a ball).
Paint in white, black & gray. Also,
silver paint adds some extra sparkle
but is optional.
A black or dark blue piece of
construction paper.
A q-tip.
Scissors
Gluestick
A paper plate or palette (for your
paint).

INSTRUCTIONS

WOLF MOON CRAFT
In Chapters Thirteen and
Fourteen, Louisa finds
herself out on the prairie at
night and the sound of a
howling wolf threatens her.

"What sort o' fool is it
that goes traipsin'
about the countryside
in the dark under a
wolf's moon."
Mr. O'Gorsebush -Melissa
Wiley - the Prairie Thief

1. Gather your supplies.
2. Crumple your aluminum foil into a
ball.
3. Cut out your wolf.
4. Decide which side of the moon
you want to make your dark side. Dip
your aluminum foil ball into the
black and tap that side of your
moon.
5. Next tap here and there over the
whole moon with your aluminum foil
ball dipped in gray paint.
6. Finally, tap the light side of the
moon with your aluminum foil ball
dipped in the white paint.
7. Now add pops of whatever colors
you want wherever you think they
should go to build more texture in
your moon, simulating the moon's
craters.
8. Let dry completely.
9. Cut out your moon.
10. Using your glue stick, glue it to
the center of your construction
paper.
11. Glue your wolf to the bottom
center of your moon.
12. Using your Q-tip add star
clusters all around your moon.
13. If you are using the silver paint,
add a few silver stars to your star
clusters. Then create some craters
with the silver paint to give your art
some sparkle.
14. Wait for it to dry completely and
display.
Good work!

Learn
About
Life on
The
Prairie

Sturnella neglecta
ORDER: Passeriformes
FAMILY: Icteridae

"The meadowlarks were
singing love songs to the
sky."

MEADOWLARKS

Melissa Wiley - the Prairie Thief

The western meadowlark
lives in meadows, plains,
prairies, and other open
grasslands.
These birds usually nest on
the ground in grassy fields
or meadows.
The meadowlark's nest is a
domed cup of grass and
stems and is well concealed.
The western meadowlark is
the state bird of six states:
Montana, Kansas, Nebraska,
North Dakota, Oregon, and
Wyoming.
This colorful member of the
blackbird family flashes a
vibrant yellow breast
crossed by a distinctive,
black, V-shaped band.

"Seemed like the
least little kind word
made her blossom
like a prairie rose
after a good rain."
Melissa Wiley - the Prairie
Thief
Color the prairie rose.

DID YOU KNOW?
Prairie roses bloom in June and July.
Prairie roses represent pureness, cuteness,
modesty, innocence, pure love, or friendship.
This rose is the state flower for Iowa.

The Pronghorn Antelope
The pronghorn antelope can run 55-60 miles per
hour, which makes them the second-fastest land
animal in the world! These animals are only found
in North America. Surprisingly, they are not actually
antelopes at all. They are most closely related to
giraffe and akapi.

The Jackrabbit

Jackrabbits are larger and taller than rabbits
reaching 18 -24 inches in length. They can run up to
40mph for short distances and leap up to ten feet
at a time. They are nocturnal, hardly stirring during
the day and being most active at dusk and dawn.
Normally quiet, the white-tailed jackrabbit can
emit a high pitched scream if caught or injured.

The Badger
The American badger is right at home in the prairie
enjoying a diet mostly consisting of mice, squirrels,
and prairie dogs. Badgers have a great sense of
smell (about 800 times better than ours). They also
have excellent vision. While typically solitary
animals they have been known to team up with
coyotes to hunt! They are also excellent excavators!

Coyote

Coyotes are medium size wild dogs that can grow up
to 46 pounds. They are fast too, running up to 43
mph. They are very vocal animals with eleven
different vocalizations identified so far. Coyotes also
mate for life and parent together. They are
considered to be highly intelligent canines who
adapt quickly to new environments.

The Fox
The Swift Fox is the smallest member of the dog
family in North America. This fox became almost
extinct in the 1930s but now enjoys a stable
population. It is about the size of a domestic cat (57 lbs) but can run up to 30 -40 mph .

The Great Horned Owl
Great Horned Owls are fierce predators with strong
talons that require a force of 28 pounds to open.
The females are larger than the males but the
males have deeper voices because of their larger
voice box. Great Horned Owls can also swivel their
heads 180 degrees to look in any direction.

The Bull Snake
Bull snakes (also called gopher snakes) can reach
up to eight feet in length. They are non-venomous
constrictors snakes. These are one of the largest
and most frequently spotted snakes in Nebraska.
People often confuse them with rattlesnakes
because of their similarity to the Western
Diamondback Rattler.

The Hognose Snake

Hognose snakes get their name from the upturned
scale at the end of their snout. Females can grow up to
three feet. If threatened, the Hognose Snake may raise
its head to mimic the cobra. If that doesn't work they
can put on quite a show of playing dead; writhing on
their backs, going limp, opening their mouths, and
sticking out their tongues.

Read
and
Write
Like A
Pioneer

In Chapter Five Louisa

Henry Wadsworth
Longfellow

thinks longingly of the two

Beloved American Poet
February 27, 1807 – March 24, 1882

books her Pa has waiting
for them at home. One is
The Bible and the other is a
volume of poems by Mr.
Henry Wadsworth

"But their dwellings
were open as day and
the hearts of the
owners; There the
richest was poor, and
the poorest lived in
abundance."
Evangeline - Henry
Wadsworth Longfellow

HENRY WADSWORTH LONGEFELLOW

Longfellow.

DID YOU KNOW?

The often-quoted phrases
“into every life some rain
must fall” and “ships that
pass in the night” are lines
that originated in two of his
poems.
Mr. Longfellow was a
descendant of Mayflower
passengers John and
Priscilla (Mullins) Alden.
Mr. Longfellow graduated
from Bowdoin College in
1825 in the same class as
American novelist and
short-story writer Nathaniel
Hawthorne.
One of Mr. Longfellows'
students at Harvard
University was American
naturalist, essayist, poet, and
philosopher, Henry David
Thoreau.

HENRY WADSWORTH
LONGFELLOW POETRY

Do you collect stamps? It's a fun hobby.
Henry Wadsworth Longfellow had his own
collectible stamp. The first Longfellow
stamp was issued in Portland, Maine on
February 16, 1940.

READ SOME POETRY
Below you will find a list of poems
by Henry Wadsworth Longfellow.
Why not go to rainydaypoems.com
and read some of them?

A PSALM OF LIFE
THE ARROW AND THE
SONG
THE CHILDREN’S HOUR
PAUL REVERE’S RIDE
THE RAINY DAY
THE VILLAGE
BLACKSMITH
THERE WAS A LITTLE
GIRL
THE SKELETON IN
ARMOR

WRITE SOME POETRY
Now that you have read some poetry, it's time to write some poetry.
Please write a poem about a day on the prairie. Before you begin,
imagine what you would see, hear, feel, smell, taste, and touch.

JOURNAL ENTRY
Imagine what life on the prairie was like on a typical day back in 1882.
What would you do? Think of the things you would see and hear. What
would you eat and drink? Write a journal entry in the space below
sharing your experience as a pioneer.

August 9th, 1882

Coloring Pages and
Fun Worksheets

clock ticking at her farm. Compare the two pictures to find
ten missing items.

1. ____________________

6. ____________________

2. ____________________

7.____________________

3. ____________________

8.____________________

4. ____________________

9.____________________

5. ___________________

10.___________________

Missing Items

In Chapter Seven, Louisa realizes that she hadn't heard the

THE PRAIRIE THIEF WORD
SCRAMBLE

In Chapter Seventeen,
we learn that the brownie
has a name. He is called
Angus MacClellan Brody
O'Gorsebush.

WHAT IS A BROWNIE?
A brownie or broonie (Scots), also
known as a brùnaidh or gruagach
(Scottish Gaelic), is a household spirit or
fairy from Scottish folklore that hides
during the day and comes out at night
while the owners of the house are
asleep and perform chores and farming
tasks. Most brownies are boys.

If you were one of the
Wee Folk, what
would your name be?

LASS

LAD

The first vowel in your first name: The first vowel in your first name:

A = Ava
O= Flora

E = Ella
U = Freya

Your birthday month:

= Amilia
Feb. = Bonnie
March= Cora
April = Fiona
May = Isobel
June = Jessie
Jan.

I = Isla
A = Hector
Y = Elsie O= Finlay

= Lara
Aug = Maisie
Sept.= Nessa
Oct. = Skye
Nov. = Olivia
Dec. = Paisley
July

E = Jack
U = Archie

I = Rory
Y = Leo

Your birthday month:

= Ailbert
Feb. = Breck
March = Caelan
April = Euan
May = Fergus
June = Hamish
Jan.

= Irvin
Aug = Knox
Sept.= Mack
Oct. = Niven
Nov. = Ronson
Dec. = Thane
July

The first vowel in your last name: The first vowel in your last name:
A = Allanach
E = MacGillivray
I = MacDuff
O = Finlayson
U = Gillanders
Y = MacFarlane

A = Allanach
E = MacGillivray
I = MacDuff
O = Finlayson
U = Gillanders
Y = MacFarlane

My brownie name is:

In Chapter Nine, Louisa finally sees the creature Jessamine has told
her about. Does this fellow look like the creature you imagined?

THE PRAIRIE THIEF WORD
SCRAMBLE
LOUISA
JESSAMINE
THIEF
PRAIRIE
HATCHET
CHARLIE
WINTHROP
HAZELNUT
LONGFELLOW
SMIRCH
BROWNIE
SPITWHISTLE CREEK
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